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EARLY WARN ING

- The Soviet
Overshadowed by events to its north and east — the guemlla
wars in Central America and the transition to democracy in
Brazil and ‘Argentina — Peru is emerging as one of the miost
vulnerable : targets in Latin America for Soviet-Cuban
expansionism. Close to bankruptcy and racked by a savage
terrorist. campalgn, Peru is now gearing up for presidential
‘tlections ‘in which the leading contenders represent rival

factions of the left. The Soviets, who maintain éxtensive links -
with “progressive nationalists” in the officer corps, are hoping’ -

that the changed situation after April 14 will provide them with

new opportunities to establish a base in the Andes.

. More than 200 Soviet military advisers have been seeking to .
exploir Peru s prevailing. statist philosophy and the defensive .
paranoia of. some military men derived from a hxstory of conflict
, with hos exghbors Chlle,‘Bolma, Ecuador ,to__whnch it. has

after a period of dictatorial rule . by leftist- gcnerals broadly
sympathetic. to Moscow and Havana.
Peru rarely occupies a prominent place:in Western reporting

with the’ Jinauguration of 2 ‘moderate. democranc‘govemmentv:«
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activity. In the 1930s, the Peruvian .ide;alo'gue, José Carlos
Mariategui, was one of the standard-bearers for Marxism-

Leninism in South America. Another Peruvian writer, -

Eudocio. Ravines, the author of The Yenan Way and
later famous as an apostate, also was highly influential in
spreading Marxist doctrine. The Peruvian armed forces were

. _among the first in the continent to, estabhsh senior war colleges

iperiores de guerra) to provide nationalist-oriented
courses” in geopolitics and international economics. From
the begmmng (and to the present day) many-instructors were
,orthodox Marxists drawn from a hcawly left-politicized
umverslty environment.
" Peru is also the birthplace of APRA, the acronym for the
Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana [Amenmn Popular
Revolunonary Alliance].. Founded: by the exxled Victor Raul
. ,Haya de'la Torre, a first-hand observe of _Mexxco s revolution-
", arny oonvulsxons in the 1920s, APRA alwaysﬁhas bcen on the,

succeed centrist .President Fernando ‘Belaunde Terry.
Of the nine contenders for the presidency, only four have any

real chance of winning the job. APRA’s candidate,” Alan' -

..on the. Latm«Amencan debt crisis. Yeét, with a public sector debt .
of $10: 5 billion ‘anda private sector 'debt of $1.9 billion, it is
Latin America’s sixth-largest debtor nation; and in terms ‘of
debt per capita, it ranks as one of the top four. To be sure,.

Brazil, - Mexnco, Argentina,” Venezuela and Chile, all have

heavier debt burdens. Unlike these countries, however, Peru
 distinguished.itself just six months ago by ceasmg to service its-
forexgn deby; and__there is little prospect that interest payments
ed any; nmc soo One : reason for

.that campalgn ~Uncle Sam is bcmg ﬂayed for _all -the famlllar

'» Resurgence of the left

“p
its foothold in ‘the Peruvian armed forces - must be undcrszood

against the backdrop of a long tradition of revoluuonary '

Anti- Amencamsm is becommg one of the gundm :themes'in -

rospects for the Marxxst lel‘t - and o

Garc:a, is"a federal deputy -who models his personal and
" political tailoring - on his hero, Spamsh Socialist Premier
Felipe ‘Gonzalez, with whom' he is in l'requem contact by

i .
phone and personal emlssary Garcna, now in his late thirties,

" has a good chance of winning the election. His. party won a
ma)onty ol' the vote in the muncnpal polls in 1983
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election. But today, the APRA candidate is the favorite to




